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Two roads to open access (OA): 
Golden road: OA journals which 

provide OA to their articles 
Green road: self-archiving, such as 

institutional repositories (IR) 
Two roads complementary 

 
 

 

Institutional Repository & Open Access 



3/11/13 

 Raym Crow’s definition (collection perspective)  
Digital collections that capture and preserve the 
intellectual output of university communities 
 

 Clifford A. Lynch’s definition (service perspective) 
A set of services that a university offers to the members 
of its community for the management and 
dissemination of digital materials created by the 
institution and its community members. 

 

What is IR 
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 Self-archiving 
 New way of scholarly communication 
 Gateway to research and scholarship of an 

institution 
 An infrastructure for an institution to 

participate in the OA movement 
 Increase the visibility and usability of the 

research output 
 

More on IR 
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Only Mainland China IR 
but not from Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau  
both Chinese universities and research institutes 
ROAR (Registry of Open Access Repositories) 
OpenDOAR (Directory of Open Access 

Repositories) 
 SouOA (Open Access Library) 
 Library websites 
 Emails and phone calls  
Google/Baidu 

 

Finding Chinese Academic IRs 
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 ROAR: Registry of Open Access Repositories 
A registry hosted by the University of 

Southampton, UK 
79 listed, 20 registered twice 
40 active as of 3/15/2013 
Server error 
Website under construction 
Website doesn’t point to the IR  

5 are Chinese university IRs, only 1 working  

Chinese Academic IRs-ROAR 
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 OpenDOAR: Directory of Open Access Repositories 
 Supported by the University of Nottingham 
Not just auto-harvest, but actually survey repositories 

to produce assured list 
 Chinese IRs as of 3/15/2013 

33 registered under China  
Only 1 university IR registered (Xiamen University) 
 26 from institutes under China Academic of Science (CAS) 
 5 from Hong Kong, 1 from Macau 

26 active links  
 

 

Chinese Academic IRs-OpenDOAR 
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 SouOA (OA图书馆) http://www.souoa.com/   
Chinese website dedicated to introduce OA 

resources and track OA development 
Not just IR, but include open repositories and 

free online resources 
75 from the world listed, but only 45 “real” IRs  
9 from China, 1 not working 
 

Chinese Academic IRs-SouOA 

http://www.souoa.com/
http://www.souoa.com/
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 CHAIR project from CALIS 
 Started in June 2011 
5 leading libraries: PKU, Tsinghua U, BIT, Xiamen U 

and Chongqing U 
Model: centralized IR repository with distributed 

local IR implementation 
3 systems 
 CHAIR central  platform developed by PKU 
 CHAIR local platform developed by all 5 leading libraries 
 CHAIR RISE platform developed by Chongqing U 

Platform and guideline are open use to CALIS 
members 

Chinese Academic IRs-CHAIR 
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CHAIR Central 
28 registered IR as of 3/15/2013 
16 active: links can open the IR site 
12 broken links: they might be active, 

but the links are not working 
 

Chinese Academic IRs-CHAIR 



Our Findings 

• Total Number of IR we’ve found so far: 56 
active ones (39 from CAS, 16 university IRs) 

 Active IRs 

CAS
University
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 Access Level 
 Full text  and metadata open to everyone: among 

16 active links in CHAIR, 9 have open access to 
everything 

Metadata available to view, but full text only open 
to on-campus people:  Tsinghua University 

 Some full text open to the public, while the rest 
are not: Jimei University 

No access: Beijing university 
 

 

Our Findings 
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 Content scope 
Mainly are published journal articles, prescripts 

are rare 
 Some started from master/doctoral theses,  but 

most are not open access 
Published books/book chapters usually provide 

metadata only 
Patents are usually open to the public 
Power point presentation, visual materials, class 

note, working papers are very few  
 

 

Our Findings 
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Difficulties  
Broken links: 32 links not working 
Unstable links/access:  sometimes can open, 

sometimes not:  
Loading time too long 
Server error 

Our Findings 
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 Slow development 
 Compared to its western counterparts: started from 

2006, only 71 active as of today  vs. 495 in the US 
 lack of institutional efforts 

 Some are individual initiative/personal interest  
 Few are matured and comprehensive 

 Xiamen University is an exception 
 Very unstable development  
 Still in experiment stage 

 

Analysis & Discussion 
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 Limited usefulness/value at this stage 
 Free available resources are most on the 

science and technology subjects 
 Retrospective –focusing more on 

published articles  
Many issues to be resolved  
Copyright, standards, sustainability  
 

Implications to the East Asian Collection 
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 Raym Crow’s definition (collection perspective)  
Digital COLLECTIONS that capture and preserve the 
intellectual output of university COMMUNITIES 
 

 Clifford A. Lynch’s definition (service perspective) 
A set of SERVICES that a university offers to the 
members of its community for the management and 
dissemination of digital materials created by the 
institution and its community members. 

 

What is IR 



Questions for us to think about 
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What role can CEAL libraries play? 
Active participants or observer? 

How can we reach out to our 
Chinese colleagues and work 
together to enable and enhance OA 
collections and services? 
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Thank You!  
 

Jing Zhong  
zhong@gwu.edu  
Shuyong Jiang  

shyjiang@illinois.edu  
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